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0011 a By the King, 

@ Orders decreed vpon for the furtherance of our ſeruice, aſwellin writing, as 
riding in Poſt; ſpecially ſet downe,and commanded to be obſerued, where our Poſts are eſtabliſhed 


pithin our Countie of K ent. 


. 
| 


DD Oraſmuch as amongſt the ſundry conſultations and prouident cares taken for the 


A; / * maintenance of the quiet peace of the State, it hath not bene theleaſt that our Predeceſſors heretofore, and the Counſel of this 
Dy  J}) Realme hauc had ro meer with the dangerous and ſecrer intelligences of ill affeed perſons both at home and abroad,by the 

SEZ=> oucr-great liberty taken both in Writing and riding in Poſte,ſpecially in and chrough our Countie of Kent, for the vſuall and 
þ =) frequent paſſage that Way, falling outto and from all forraine parts beyond the Seas, the ground whereof ſtill riſing from diſ- 
© orders offered by certaine perſons called Hackney-men, Tapſters, Hoſtlers and others in hiring out their horſes, tothe 

hinderanceof publique ſcruice, dangerro our State,and wrong to our ſtanding and ſetled Poſtesin heir ſcuerall Stages: We 
hauenow thought it meet, with che aduiſe of our right truſty and welbeloued Coſins & Counſellers, Robert Earle of Salitbury, 
our high Treaſourer of England, Henry Earle of Northampton our Lord Priuie Seale, and Lord Warden of our CinquePorts, 
and of our truſtic and right welbeloued Counſeller, Tohn Lord Stanhope of Harrington, our Vice-Chamberlaine, and Maſter 
of our Poſtes, to ſerdowne and eſtabliſh certaine Orders aſwell for the Packet as Thorough-Poſtes, the due execution whereof 
we likewiſe command and recommend to all Mayors, Portreeues, Bayliffes and other Head-officers in the Cities, Townes and Ports of our ſaid Countie of 
Kent, where the Stages of our ſtanding Poſtes are noweſtabliſhed and appointed, and to the Tuſtices of our Peace next reſiding, as they or any of them doe 


tenderour Serwice, the ſafctic of our State, and will anſwerethe negle& or contempt hereof ar their perils, 


/a 


44 Oraers for the Pacquet. 


Flt, that no Pacquets or Letters ſhall be ſent by poſte, or binde any Poſte to ride therewith in poſte, but ſuch as ſhall be direed firſt for our ſpeciall af- 
us! > fires, andſubſcribed by the writers name or Sender thereof: neither ſhall it be holden for our affaires,butas the ſame ſhall be direfed and (ubſcribed by 
* [ourHigh Treaſourer, Lord Warden ofthe Cinque Ports, Lord Admirall, Principall Secretarie of State, Lord Lieutenant of the ſayd Countie, or Maſter 
as | of our Poſtes writing from the Court, or otherwiſeto the Court, ſubſcribed by any Admirall,or Vice-admirall from the narrow Seas, Lieutenant of Douer 
Caſtle, or Mayor or his deputic of any Port Towne, Ambaſſadours or Agents beyond the Seas for the time being, or Depurie Licutenant of our ſaide 
Countie, wriung to any of theſe perſonages aforcnamed, or to the bodie of our Priuic Counſell. 

ol 2 Al m_—_ or Letters ſo direed ſhall bee caried by the Poſtes in poſte from Stage to Stage onely, and not otherwiſe nor further, being dated firſt 
##| onthe outlide by the Sender or writer, and afterwards by the Poſtes themſclues, as they come to their hands, with the houre and place of their deliuerie, 
[who ſhall runne cherewith in Summer, viz,from the firſt of Aprill, to the laſt of September, after ſcuenmilesthe houce, and fiue miles the houre in Winter, 
i« | Which isthereſt of the yeere, as the waycs and weather afford, - 

| | 3 Andthatitmayappcare from time to time (as oft as ſhall be needfull ) with what expedition the ſeruice is by our Poſtes performed, euery Pofte ſhall 
keepea faire paper booke to enter the Pacquets in, being ſo brought varo him, with the day, moneth and houre they came to his hands, rwo leather bagges 
» |lncd with cotten or bayes, to carie the Pacquet in, and hornes to ſound, as oft as he mects and ſees cor pany comming, or. times in cuery mile, 

4 Andrto the ende our Poſtes attending thus our ſpeciall ſeruice, may performe their ſeuerall dueties in that behalfe, our pleaſure is, that they and euery 
of them ſhall brooke and enioy the benefit of all former fauours and immunities by our Predeceſſor allowed them: Namely that they and their ſeruants be 
bolden freeand exempted fromall Summons, Preſts, and perſonall attendances ar Afiſes, Scfvions, Inqueſts,and Muſters, 


44 Orders for the T horough - Poſtes. 


| Filet, 2 theſeruice of the Pacquet, ſo the horſing of all Through-Poites, and perſons riding in poſte, with horne or guide by Commiſion or ocherwile, 
* |* fallbeperformed by our {tanding Poſtes in their ſeucrall Srages, who to thatend ſhall keepe, and hauc1n a readinelle vnder their direQtons a ſufficient 
| unberof Poſte-horſs; with ſaddles, bridles and furnicure conuenient: and if ir ſhall fall out, that by the repaire of Ambaſſadours, or other accidents of 
kl |{eruice, men riding in poſte, that is to ſay, with horne or guide, come ſo thicke, or 1n ſuch numbers, that their ordinarie prouiſfion will not ſuffice, then the 
” | Conſtables of the places where they dwell, with the aide and aſsiſtance of the chicfe Magiſtrates there, and the Countreys adioyning, ( being required in 
K ourname) ſhall cake vp, bring in, and ſupply the Poſtes with horſes and with cariages, where they may be had or hired. $9, 
2 Andthatitbe nor any way alet or impeachmentto the libertic of any man riding on his owne or ordinaricaffaires, Within the Realme at his or their 
e:itis hereby meanc that all Strangers, ſpecially riding with horne or guide by themſclues, or in company of our ordinaric meſſengers or Poſtes for 
theLowe Coun treys, or France, all Ambaſſadours, riding or ſending in their Princes affaires, and all other whatſocuer, riding with horne or guide, ſhall 
change their horſes onely of the Poſtes of that place, or with his conſent and appoyntment, they taking for cach horſe aftertherate of 1ij.d. the 
ethe guide groat. 

3 Andto a al aduantages of ynconſcionable dealing, by ſuch as keepe horſes to hire,in the horſing of nun beyond the ordinary Stages,to 
thewrongin of our Poſtes, and 1iniuric of the beaſt, as the Ryder : Ir is found expedient, and our will and pleaſure is, that all Strangers borne, aſwell go- 
opforth of \ Realme, as comming into the ſame, through our ſhire of Kent,although it be about their owne and priuate affaires, withcur horne or guide, 
"x be horſed by our ordinarie Poſtes from Stageto Stage, or With the Poſtes knowledge and conſent, not taking for cach horſe aboue jj.d.ob., 

e. 

f Ithallnotbe lawfull for any ſoridingin poſte,totake and ride away the horſe or horſes of any man,not hauing firſt and aforchand fully paid & fariſ- 

the hire, norride them further then the next Stage, without the knowledge and conſent of the Poſte of thar Stage, nor charge any horſe taken, to ride 
poſte with any maleor burden (beſides the rider) that exceeds the weight of 30.pound. And if it ſhall happen, anyto diſobey theſe out commandements, 
« |adorders, tothe manifeſt wrong of anyour Poſtes, iniurie of any owner, or hurr of his beaſt : the Officers or Magiſtrates of the place, vpon complaint 
"T fmade, ſhall ſtaic the partic offending till atisfation be made, or ſufficient ſecuritie giuen to repaie the damage. Burif it ſo fall out, that the obſti- 
& |Aacieof any herein offending, require further puniſhment then the ordinaric power of the Magiſtrate of the place can or may conueniently inflict : Then 
rw our ſaid Maſter and Comptroller of the Poſtes, vpon noucethereof giuen hum,to ſend for the partie or parties to anſwere theircontempt before 

riuie Counſell. 

| 5 This being in generall our Willand command, for the ſpeedie, fafe,and orderly expedition of our publique diſpatches and occurrents,aſvell in Wri- 
for our affaires, as riding in poſte, whatſocuer beſides ſhall fall out more particularly to the bchoofe of our ſaid Poſts, or caſe of their horſes, that in 
Nelekind of ſeruices are moſt ſubic to abuſes, ourlike care is tobe ſpecially reſpe&ed: and to that end wedoe hereby cfrſoones recommend both the one 

"Tay Other tg the wiſedome and proteCtion of our ſaid Maſter of the Poſtes, andthe aide of all Magiſtrates and others thar loue the furtherance of our 
F |p. <-Otregarour fafeticor pleaſure. Giuen at our Manour of Greenwich, the 15.day of May, inthe ſeucnth yeere ofour Raigne of great Britaine, 


aMctand Ireland. 
God faue the King, 
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